
The Utah Science Technology and Research Initiative 
(USTAR) was established in 2006 through the leadership 
of the Utah Legislature and the Governor to leverage 
science and technology innovation to diversify Utah’s 
knowledge economy. USTAR provides a diverse portfolio 
of services to catalyze ideas into new products and 
businesses.  USTAR enhanced the capacity of the State’s 
research universities through faculty recruitments in the 
areas of Life Science, Renewable and Traditional Energy, 
Nano and Microelectronics and Big Data. USTAR provides 
unique research and development core facilities and 
tools for public and private sector use. USTAR provides 
early stage funding for start-up companies and university 
researchers through competitive grant programs and 
the regional outreach program provides mentoring, 
networking and prototyping services.

UTAH VISION  Utah will lead the nation as the best  
	 performing economy, and be recog-	
	 nized as a premier global destination. 

USTAR VISION	Build a robust innovation ecosystem  
	 in the State of Utah.

MISSION	 USTAR’s mission is to accelerate the 
commercialization of science and technology 
ideas generated from the private sector, entre-
preneurial and university researchers in order 
to positively elevate tax revenue, employment 
and corporate retention in the State of Utah

KEY USTAR TASKS	
1.	 Support technology entrepreneurs and  

Innovators through training, funding, incubator 
and accelerator programs

2.	 Broker technology transfer by connecting  
capital, management and industry

3.	 Address market gaps in Utah’s technology  
ecosystem

4.	 Strengthen USTAR’s research capacity.

RESEARCHERS
USTAR recruited 50 world-class researchers to expand 
the research capacity of the State. A source of new ideas 
that will contribute to new technologies that over time will 
result in business growth, higher paying jobs, an expanded 
tax base and a healthy economic future for the state of 
Utah. The researchers recruited and funded by USTAR align 
to important industry clusters in the state in the areas of 
Energy, Life Sciences, Micro/Nano Systems and Big Data. 

CORE FACILITIES
USTAR has invested in two state-of-the-art research 
buildings to provide research space, core facilities and 
specialized equipment to public and private researchers. 
These facilities are available to university researchers and 
can also be used on a fee-for-service basis by commercial 
partners where other commercial opportunities are not 
available. This expands the economic development impact 
of the USTAR investment.
 
The U of U’s James L Sorenson Molecular Biotechnology 
Building is the centerpiece of a visionary plan to accelerate 
research, development and commercialization at the 
interface of medicine, nanotechnology, engineering, and 
pharmacology. It includes a state-of-the-art nanofabrication 
facility with cleanroom space, a bio-bay and a microscopy 
and materials characterization suite.
 
USU’s BioInnovations Center provides lab space in support 
life-sciences, synthetic bio-manufacturing, advanced human 
nutrition and veterinary diagnostics and infectious disease. 
The state-of-the-art facility also houses a Bio Safety Level 
3+ lab. USU has also added a Biomanufacuting facility to 
enable industrial scale production of synthetic biology 
products. Both are positioned for industry collaboration.
positioned for industry collaboration.




